o

nos Adres mid its province:
~production will be carried
n Italy.

Death in Midsummer” is
the name of a shori-story
wtion Mishima published in
i, four years before his sui-
. The story turns on a young
lle-class couple vacationing
on the Izu Peninsula
with their children.
When the wife, to es-
cape the heat, leaves
her children in the care
of her sister-in-law, two
of them drown. “Devil”
expands outward from
where “Midsummer”
leaves off, charting the
couple’s tragic. jour-
through mourning, as pain
loneliness generate a radi-
thange in their perception
fe and even their physical
I as their reality is altered
nanently.

See DEAL page 33

dlies fail in love \Vlti he -

1e femme trampezé artist
:¢ireusin Spain, . i
Balada”is produced. by '
ardo Herrero and Marield
rmevsky S Madrid based =

- “Wandelsterne” (Wan-

By ED MEZA s
Gernian helmer Bemamm
Heisenberg, whose a(h ena-
line-fueled drama “The
Robber” is screening
in competltlon in Ber-
lin, is going for langhs
on_ his . next movie,

dering Stars), sbout
the misadventures of
an odd couple,
Heisenberg
just finished

has
the

seript and is putting together.

finaneing for the pic.
Heisenberg made a splash
with his 2005 drama “Sleeper,”

-winch explored post-9/11 para-

noia and the abuse and manipu-
lation of fear. He'’s also made &
name for himself as an
artist, sculptor, and one
of the founding editors
and publishers of film
magazine Revolver.
“Wandelsterne” will
be a departure from
Heigenberg’s more se-
rious previous works.
“It's very different
* than what FPve done be-

- fore. I've been trying to write

comedies for a long time but
they always turn to tragedies,”
he said. “But pain is close to

Parls-hased ZED ha

By JOHN HOPEWELL

Thomas and Barbara Sum-
ner Burstyn, whose “This Way
of Life” hows in Berlinale’s Gen-
gration KPlus on Sunday, are
working on a new collaboration
at their Cloud South Filins shin-
gle, “Yolanda’s Last Portrait.”

A theatrical doen feature,
“Portrait” turns on an aging
artist in her ernmbling mansion
in St. Johns Wood in London.
An artist of the purest kind,
with little or no acknowledg-

'woridw_ ¢ nghlslo "This Way of Life.”

‘LIFE’ DUO FRAME ‘PORTRAIT’

ment of the usual domestic fac-
ets of life, she’s now old and
unwell and her brother, a scien-
tist, has moved in with her.

In “Portrait,” “they live out
a giant, daily universal battle
between the pragmatic and
the romantie writ small but in-
tense,” said Barbara Summer
Burstyn.

As on “Life,” Thomas Sum-
ner Burstyn is directing and
filming; Barbara, a Quantas

See COLLABORATION page 33

pleasire, 80 we'll see what hap-
pens now.”

The story revolves around
two quirky friends, an older
man and a younger man, who
have a chaotic and philosophi-
cal relationship, and their ab-
surd experiences. Pie will likely
shoot in 2011.

“It's a buddy movie with a
certain amount of melancholy
to it, but it's going to be very
funny,” Heigsenberg said.

See HEISENBERG page 33

Digital media
venture bows

By JOHN HOPEWELL :

As Europes film business
debates its digital futove,
Spain’s Media Business School
has joined forees with key Eu-
ropean film-TV clusters and
digital media players to launch
ImMediaTe, a support service

for improving companies’ digi- . .-

tal media biz,

Pariners
include Haly's
Filas, a Lazio-
based technol-
ogy  selvice
company, and
Berlin's Insti-
tute of Elec-
tronic Busi-
ness, a public/,
private-sector information soci-.
ety research firm.

ImMediaTe, which runs for
three years, has a double aim,
said MBS director Jose Gara-
sing; to coach and train compa-
nies on how to develop a digital
biz and to court and tutor in-
vestors on digital biz financing.

The new initiative will hold

See VENTURE page $2
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five events, each Jasting one to
two days. The st forun, to he
held inJune, wilt most probably
take place in Bareelona.

Fexums will focus on diffex-
ent aspects of digital media.
All will pursue matchmaking
between companies and inves-
fors, and further training and
conching on finance access for
companies,

Bach forum will target
around 10 small and medium-
sized enterprises, Carasino
said.

Imblediate also has the
backing of Europa Innova, an
initiative of the EU's European
Commigsion,

TmMediaTe has created a
business service network draw-
ing in clusters with regional

Lontliwed from page 4

knowledge — Paris’ Media
Deals and Cap Digital, 22@bar-
celona and Amsterdam’s 1IP
Create. ImMediaTe looks set
to be based out of Smart Gity
Malta,

Rome’s Innova and Media
Deals will provide finance
coaching. The MBS, Living
Labs Global and IEB will focus
on management training and
strategic planning.

Launched in 1990 by the EU
Media Program and the Span-
ish government, the MBS will
held its tong-iunning Megs Bu-
ropean Master in Audiovisual
Management (MEGA) course
this summear in Ronda, Anda-
tusia, It will also Jaunch second
editions of a Multi-Platform
Business School this August
and a Film Business School —
Latin America, taking place
October in Brazil,

Media award-winning jowrnalist, wrote and is producing.

The new produetlon, ready for delivery in Oetober or
November, comes as Paris-based sales company ZED has
taken worldwide rights on “This Way of Life.”

Avesonant and often stunningly shot porteait of a sprawl-
ing, vivaclous Maoti family that
abandons materizl comforts and
a darkly domineering patiiarch
grandfather; “Life” chronicles
the ups and downs of their move
to New Zealand's wild Rughine
Mountaing, hunting for food, rear-
ing wild horses and having fn,

“The Karenas are unigue in
their true disconnect from the
‘market’ view oflife,” Barbara
Sumner Burstyn said. *“"We've
all ingested it to such an extent
we hardly netice how much au-
thenticity we've lost, how our lives are modulated by the
buying and selling of ourselves”

“Life” was sold to Canada’s Knowledge Network before
the ZED deal.

For ZED, an established high-end TV doct producer-
distributor focusing on docus chronicling man meving in
harmeny with nature, “Life” marks its move into theatyi-
cal docu-features.

“It’'s a logical evolution for a company that's been doing
big-hudget TV documentaries,” sald ZED's Celine Payot.

Berlin initiates “Life's” sales campaign.

“Life” plays Generation KPlus Sunday and Feb. 21.

TOLSTOY

Continued from page §

“¢ontroversial and there are cur-

i rently no plans for any major
+ official Russian national events,
- something the preducers attri-
" hute to the controversy over

Tolstoy’s excommunieation by

" the Russian Orthodox Chwch

1:!1 1801 that was reconfirmed

Natalla Kalantarova), with the
assistance of ARRI Film & TV
Services, the doe promises auds
a glirnpse into the loves, family
fife and civie role of Tolstoy dur-
ing the Iast twa yeavs of his Life,

Also on the the [itevary an-
niversary front, a featwre film
adaptation of Russian play-
wright Anton Chelhov's *Tva.
nov” — about an intellectual
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Czech official champions pics, culture

By NICK HOLDSWORTH

t took the collapse of & gov-
ernment and the appoint-
ment of & man of culture to
gel the new Czech film Incen-
tive plan through a parliamen.
tary vote,

Now, nearly six months
tatey, film professionals in the
central Buropean country are
awaiting the green light from
European Union offieials in
Brussels to usher in a new fi-
nancial wave for Czech film-
makers and international co-
producers who ¢hoose
to shoot in the country.

Vaclav Riedlbauch,
a musician-composer
who has beea genaral
manager of the Czech
Phitharmonie orches-
tra since 2001, ex-
pected to be in office
as & minister in a care-
faker government for
Jjust a few months after s cogli-
tion government collapsed in
disarray last April. But he's
still there — new parliamen-
tary elections are not sched-
uled until late May this year
— and he naver expected to
be in office to see the film in-
centives plan that includes a
20 parcent tax rebate on films
shot in the Czech Republic
comg to fruition,

“T knew that  did not have
much time and so decided that

HEISENBERG
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Also focusing on a
quirky character, “The
Robbey," Heisenberg's
Golden Bear contender,
follows an adrenaline
junkie who runs mara-
thons and robs banks to
get his endorphin fix.

This fs what Txe-
aliy loved about it,” says
Heisenberg. “Bank robbers
that don't usa cars or-big
machines, but they just go
in, take the money and nm.
Tlove that as a theme, the
aspact of tunning, moving
by yourself, by yotn own
strength, through natwre, or
wherever you go,”

Produced by Vienna-

gefting the film law passed
must be a priovity,” Riedlbauch,
62, told Variety.

He s in Berlin as part of his
country’s delegatfon support-
ing “Kawasaki’s Roge," the new
film by Cezech divectors Jan
Hrebeajk and screenwriter Petr
Jarchovsky that opened the
Berlinale’s Panorama Special
on Friday,

With a caretaker govern-
ment largely made up of busi-
ness people and others like
him drawn from the worlds of
culture and industry,
Riedlbauch said he felt
there was an opening
that had not existed in
y&l years of political wran-

4 gling over a new film
b law long sought after
by producers and film-

makers.
RIEBLBAUCH T saw an opportu-

nity not so much sim-
ply to bring in 2 new Iaw but
to Jook at the svhole concept of
eultiwal support. It was not re-
ally so specifically about fund-
ing but to put on the agenda
the jdea that ¢ulture deserves
support,”

Riedlbauch is now keen to
push =z plan te extend state
funding for domestic produe-
tien that is currvenfly paid for
oat of a lavy on Czech public
television advertising. That
source of funding is due o end

Ciesh ple Kawasakiﬂose" opened
Ihe Beriinale’s Panorama Speclal.

when Czech television switches
from analog to digital, but
Riedlbauch hopes to secuve
agreement for other sources to
continue the support given in
the past three years to Czech
filmmaleers.

In the meantime, with ap-
proval of the new film law
expected from Biussels next
month, Riedlbauch is looking
forward to a “new wave" for
Czech filmmakers, foreign co-
producers and the country's
leading studio complexes,

“There are alveady a num-
ber of countries in Europe
that have film-incentive laws;
we are glad that we are now
on verge of joining that path,”
Riedlbauch said.

Continited from page §
YAride from all the pain and

o
»a,

"Midsummer” marks Orte-
ga’s fourth featurs befove he
turns 30. While both “Saints”
and Ortege’s soph featuve,




